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Whilst welcoming the need for every area to have a functioning MARAC, it is the case that only high risk cases are discussed at MARAC, usually police initiated. This means that repeat victimisation of low and medium risk victims will not be measured. Since only 35% of women report domestic violence to the police it also means that around 65% of women (some of whom may be very high risk) may also not come up at MARAC. It is also the case that a woman will experience a domestic violence incident 35 times before reporting to police. The unintended consequence of this choice of indicator, therefore, is that it does not give an overview of all repeat incidents of domestic violence, only some. It is also difficult for these to be representative of the general population, especially since MARAC results in actions which make repeat victimisation less likely.
It may be that some areas become complacent and believe there is no need to provide domestic violence services if they have low homicide rates. It is also possible to provide the perfect response and there still be homicides as a result of domestic violence. It is also the case, especially in London, that victims move across boroughs and other geographical boundaries so a homicide may occur in another area to where the victim lived and received service. It is also difficult to account for differences in rate based on access to weapons in that area, ethnic make-up etc.
